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Office of the Secretary of Labor § 4.179 

this fringe benefit obligation will be 
deemed to be met if instead, hos-
pitalization benefits costing 15 cents an 
hour and a cash equivalent payment of 
5 cents an hour are provided. 

(e) Effect of equivalents in computing 
overtime pay. Section 6 of the Act ex-
cludes from the regular or basic hourly 
rate of an employee, for purposes of de-
termining the overtime pay to which 
the employee is entitled under any 
other Federal law, those fringe benefit 
payments computed under the Act 
which are excluded from the regular 
rate under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act by provisions of section 7(e) (for-
merly designated as section 7(d)) of 
that Act (29 U.S.C. 207(e)). Fringe ben-
efit payments which qualify for such 
exclusion are described in subpart C of 
Regulations, 29 CFR part 778. When 
such fringe benefits are required to be 
furnished to service employees engaged 
in contract performance, the right to 
compute overtime pay in accordance 
with the above rule is not lost to a con-
tractor or subcontractor because it dis-
charges its obligation under this Act to 
furnish such fringe benefits through al-
ternative equivalents as provided in 
this section. If it furnishes equivalent 
benefits or makes cash payments, or 
both, to such an employee as author-
ized herein, the amounts thereof, which 
discharge the employer’s obligation to 
furnish such specified fringe benefits, 
may be excluded pursuant to this Act 
from the employee’s regular or basic 
rate of pay in computing any overtime 
pay due the employee under any other 
Federal law. No such exclusion can op-
erate, however, to reduce an employ-
ee’s regular or basic rate of pay below 
the monetary wage rate specified as 
the applicable minimum wage rates 
under sections 2(a)(1), 2(b), or 4(c) of 
this Act or under other law or an em-
ployment contract. 

§ 4.178 Computation of hours worked. 
Since employees subject to the Act 

are entitled to the minimum com-
pensation specified under its provisions 
for each hour worked in performance of 
a covered contract, a computation of 
their hours worked in each workweek 
when such work under the contract is 
performed is essential. Determinations 
of hours worked will be made in ac-

cordance with the principles applied 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act as 
set forth in part 785 of this title which 
is incorporated herein by reference. In 
general, the hours worked by an em-
ployee include all periods in which the 
employee is suffered or permitted to 
work whether or not required to do so, 
and all time during which the em-
ployee is required to be on duty or to 
be on the employer’s premises or to be 
at a prescribed workplace. The hours 
worked which are subject to the com-
pensation provisions of the Act are 
those in which the employee is engaged 
in performing work on contracts sub-
ject to the Act. However, unless such 
hours are adequately segregated, as in-
dicated in § 4.179, compensation in ac-
cordance with the Act will be required 
for all hours of work in any workweek 
in which the employee performs any 
work in connection with the contract, 
in the absence of affirmative proof to 
the contrary that such work did not 
continue throughout the workweek. 

§ 4.179 Identification of contract work. 
Contractors and subcontractors 

under contracts subject to the Act are 
required to comply with its compensa-
tion requirements throughout the pe-
riod of performance on the contract 
and to do so with respect to all employ-
ees who in any workweek are engaged 
in performing work on such contracts. 
If such a contractor during any work-
week is not exclusively engaged in per-
forming such contracts, or if while so 
engaged it has employees who spend a 
portion but not all of their worktime 
in the workweek in performing work 
on such contracts, it is necessary for 
the contractor to identify accurately 
in its records, or by other means, those 
periods in each such workweek when 
the contractor and each such employee 
performed work on such contracts. In 
cases where contractors are not exclu-
sively engaged in Government contract 
work, and there are adequate records 
segregating the periods in which work 
was performed on contracts subject to 
the Act from periods in which other 
work was performed, the compensation 
specified under the Act need not be 
paid for hours spent on non-contract 
work. However, in the absence of 
records adequately segregating non- 
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